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It’s Time For Another Family Reunion!
July 5, 2010, in Salt Lake
See page 19 for more details

Do you remember this reunion in Woodruff, AZ, around 1959? Who can you name?
Enter a competition at the 2010 reunion to see who can name the most people.

Electronic Newsletters Available
Enter the
TTFO Logo
Competition!
See page 4 for
details. Entries
due June 1st!

Looking for an easier way to receive
the newsletter? Tired of receiving
paper copies in the mail? Now the
newsletter is available by email!
Electronic newsletters provide free
access to family stories, pictures and
history. Any member who pays annual
dues of $10 can continue to get paper
newsletters in the mail, but we

encourage email delivery where possible.
Newsletters are also available directly
from the Theodore Turley Family
Organization’s website
www.turleyfamily.org.
Email turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com to sign
up to receive electronic newsletters.
Please include your name, address and
family line from Theodore Turley.
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Editor’s Welcome, by Hilary Borrowman
Hello friends, cousins, extended family members,
and other readers! I have a high bar as I take over
the Turley Family newsletter from Mark Turley. I
am excited to help others learn about their family
heritage through this newsletter. As a 5th
generation descendant from Theodore Turley on my
father’s side through Alma Ruben Turley, and a 6th
generation descendant from my mother’s side
through Theodore Wilford Turley, I have always
been grateful for the inspiring examples of family
members who have gone before me. Their
sacrifices, faith and courageous decisions are great
examples for me.

The newsletter and the Turley Family Organization
is really all about you. We have a place in this extended family to learn, grow, celebrate, remember,
anticipate & marvel together as we share parts of
our lives with each other. I invite you to make the
Turley Family Organization your family organization. Please feel free to contribute to one of the
many sections of this newsletter, or share your
ideas for improvement.
I look forward to getting to know you better.
(Hilary Turley Borrowman—Wayne Turley—Wallace
Turley—Alma Ruben Turley—Isaac—Theodore)

Passing the Baton, by Mark Turley
Working with the Theodore Turley Family
Organization and editing the newsletter has been a
fascinating and fulfilling experience. When I took
over the responsibility of producing the newsletter
in 2005, I didn’t realize I would be getting
acquainted with so many “cousins”. As Theodore’s
descendants would send newsletter dues and notes
about their family activities I was able to use the
1978 Turley Red Book to identify them.
In 2005, I, along with 18 members of the Lawrence
Edward Turley family, made a pilgrimage to Colonia
Juarez Mexico; Lawrence’s birthplace. This was a
very enlightening experience as we followed in his
footsteps and saw firsthand the impact that the
early Mormon pioneer emigrants had made in
northern Mexico. On the way back home we
stopped in Glendale, Arizona, to visit with Ella Mae
Judd and began the process of taking over the
leadership of the Theodore Turley Family
Organization and producing the newsletter.
I live in Vancouver, Washington, far removed from
the “Arizona Turleys”. Communicating via email
has been a godsend as I attempted to stay
connected with many of the old timers who have
carried the burden in keeping the family
organization active. Trying to fill Ella Mae’s shoes
in producing a newsletter was not easy. In 2006
my wife passed away and I found myself teaching
in China for a year. The newsletter continued with

Mark & Phoebe Turley (Wedding)
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Passing the Baton, continued
some help from my immediate family.
Faithful contributors like Wally Gray, Ann Lewis,
David Turley, Richard E. Turley Jr. and others have
made the task of editing a newsletter easier. A
meeting with Richard E. Turley Jr. and his father
Richard E. Turley Sr. allowed me to get in touch with
my own first cousins.
In July, 2008 we had a long delayed meeting of the
Family Representatives in Salt Lake City. With 16
attending representing nine of the 22 family lines, we
began the process of planning some important family
organization events. We held subsequent family
representative meetings in April and October, 2009,
and will continue the pattern of meetings on the
Friday before general conference. A major Reunion is
now planned in July, 2010. Details of that meeting/
reunion will follow in other articles.
One of the highlights in editing the newsletter has
been some of the new contacts from family lines that
had been “dormant”. Susan Ethington emerged as a
representative of the Joseph Orson Turley Family. I
recently received an email from Lorie Okel. She
identified herself as a descendant of Mary Ann Turley
Cook. Theodore Turley had four surviving daughters;
Mary Ann Turley Cook, Priscilla Rebecca Turley
Lyman, Sarah Elizabeth Turley Franklin, and
Charlotte Turley Bushman.
The Cook, Lyman and Franklin lines had been
dormant primarily because the three daughters had
married and stayed in California when Theodore was
called back to Utah during the infamous 1856 Utah
War. The assumption was that they were to be found
somewhere in the 35 million people in California.
Much to my surprise and delight Lorie Okel was living

Lorie Okel & Mark Turley
10 miles from Vancouver in Battle Ground, WA. We
had a productive meeting and she agreed to serve as
the family representative for the Mary Ann Turley Cook
line. She also has access to some original manuscripts
of letters sent from Theodore to Mary Ann.
It will be a relief to pass on the baton to Hilary
Borrowman, the new newsletter editor. I was impressed
with Hilary’s commitment to keep the family activities
as a priority. I look forward to staying active in the
Theodore Turley Family Organization. It has been a
delight to get acquainted with many new cousins.
What does the future hold for me? After three years of
being a widower I found a wonderful companion and a
marriage in October has re-energized me. I look
forward to the Turley Family meeting in July 2010, a
possible mission with Phoebe somewhere in this
beautiful world and continued contact with my Turley
cousins.
(Mark Turley—Lawrence E. Turley—Edward Franklin—
Isaac—Theodore)

Membership Renewals
Has your subscription expired? If your renewal date is more than one year ago, you will no longer receive paper
copies of the newsletter in the mail. Check your renewal date next to your mailing address to find out when your
subscription expires.
Membership renewals can be paid by check, made payable to “Theodore Turley Family Organization”, and mailed
c/o Hilary Borrowman, 1161 66th Street, Oakland, CA 94608. Or membership dues can be paid securely online,
using Paypal to turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com.
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Upcoming Events
If your family is holding a wedding anniversary celebration or a family reunion, you are welcome to
include an announcement in the Turley Family Newsletter. To submit information regarding an upcoming
event, email turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com and include your name, your family line from Theodore Turley,
and the text of your announcement.

Final Plea for Red Book Update Materials – 5 Weeks
Remaining, by David Turley
The deadline for submitting pedigrees,
bios, and family pictures is fast
approaching – April 10th!! That date
was selected because it happens to be
Theodore’s birthday.
Considering the fact that there will be
over 15,000 individuals in the Theodore
Turley descendant database and the
fact that I have received very few bios
and family pictures, I hope that those
who did not submit them are not
disappointed that the update will not
contain their bio or family picture. The
bios and pictures in the Red Book are
outdated and we desperately need new
ones to replace them.
Question: Because so few have
submitted the requested materials, do
we eliminate bios and pictures
altogether in the update?
I need the help of all of you who have
communicated with me and were
expecting a response. I have been

deeply involved in several Church
projects over the last 6 months or so
and have neglected involvement in the
TTFO activities. Please remind me if
there is anything that I owe any of you
in the way of a response.
In the same vein, do any of you owe
me a response?

“How will our

We need some input from those of you
who may have been involved in
publishing a volume of this magnitude.
Do the math. How many individuals can
we place on a page? With so few bios
and pictures, maybe 20 individuals will
fit on an 81/2 x 11 sheet. 15,000
divided by 20 equals 750 pages! With
all the editing and formatting that will
be necessary, publication may occur
late next year.

who they are if

children know

they don’t know
where they came
from?”

John Steinbeck,
author

Wanna see your picture in the update?
Gotta send it in by April 10th!
(David Turley—Lawrence E. Turley—
Edward Franklin—Isaac—Theodore)

New TTFO Newsletter Logo Competition
The Theodore Turley Family Organization
(TTFO) Newsletter needs a new logo. Let
your creative juices flow and share your
artistic talents with the Turley Family.
To submit your entry, email
turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com and include
your name, your family line from
Theodore Turley, and attach the logo
graphic.

All entries are due by June 1st. Vote for the winning logo at
the July 5th Family Reunion. The winner will be announced in
the August Newsletter.
Some guidelines: Submissions should be in electronic format –
jpg, bmp, tiff, etc. Logo can be in color or black & white. If
color, it should also be clear if printed/rendered in grayscale.
Logo size should be approximately 2 inches by 2 inches, but
there is some flexibility based on your design.
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Relatives Remembered
Keith Schow Powell (1915~2009)
Keith Schow Powell passed away
peacefully with family at his side
Tuesday, August 4, 2009 of heart
failure. Keith was born June 10, 1915
in Lehi to Thaddeus & Nicoline Powell.
He graduated from Nephi High School
in 1933. He worked in the mines at
Lark, Utah and later retired from
Geneva Steel after 30 years. Keith
married Maxine Van Wagoner in the
Salt Lake Temple, Dec. 13, 1937. He
was the father of six sons and two
daughters. He served in various
leadership positions in the church.
Keith and his wife served an LDS
Mission to Micronesia Guam and
Saipan. On their return they served

eight years as Ordinance Workers
in the Provo Utah Temple.

Keith Schow Powell

Keith is survived by his wife
Maxine, six children, Antoine
(Monna), Darrel (Claudia), Gordon
(Stephaney), Max (Margaret),
Codele (David Cutler), Reed (Kim),
son-in-law Fred Broadbent also
survived by 44 grandchildren, 86
great-grandchildren, brother
Wayne Powell and sister Donna
Mae Shoell. Preceded in death by
his son Gary (Laura), daughter
Patricia and two grandchildren.
(Keith Powell married Maxine Van
Wagoner—Anna Priscilla Turley
Van Wagoner—Isaac—Theodore)

Melvin Isaac Turley (1913 ~ 2009)
Melvin Isaac Turley, 96, died
peacefully on Friday, October 23,
2009. Melvin was born in St.
George, Utah, to the late Isaac
Turley Jr. and Ida May Lake.
He was resident of El Paso, TX since
1999 and resided the majority of
his life in the Mormon Colonies of
northern Chihuahua, Mexico; as a
devout member of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
He established the MITLA Language
Academy for Spanish and English to
cater to administrative personnel
for the twin-plant operations in Cd.
Juarez, Agua Prieta & Nogales,
Mexico.

Melvin Isaac Turley

He was preceded in death, by his
wife: LaRee Cluff; son Ronald
Melvin; daughter Melva Englis; 6
grandchildren; his brother George
& sister Viola Haws. Survived by
is wife, Nelva Mortensen
(Devlyn); daughters LaRene
Excell & Geraldine Bingham, his
sons Maurice, Walter, Laurence,
Valden, Marion & Delbert, 54
grandchildren, 103 greatgrandchildren & 1 great-great
grandchild.
(Melvin Isaac Turley—Isaac
Turley, Jr.—Isaac—Theodore)
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Theodore Turley: A Biography, by Richard E. Turley, Jr.

Chapter 37 “He Appeared Vexed”
[This is another in a continuing series of newsletter articles that together will make up the first rough draft of a biography of
Theodore Turley. The draft will undergo considerable revision before being published in book form. I invite all family
members to read it critically, make suggestions, and offer additional information for possible inclusion. Please send all
comments and information to me at 2914 W. Ivory Way, Taylorsville, Utah 84084-5319, or feel free to e-mail me at
returley@byu.net.] (Richard E. Turley Jr.—Richard E. Turley Sr.—Edward—Edward Franklin—Isaac—Theodore)

On Wednesday, September 23, 1840, the captain of the ship North America on which
Theodore Turley was sailing “called upon all the heads of families to give account” of how many
packaged each owned. “He appeared vexed,” wrote Theodore’s assistant William Clayton, “on
account of some having so many boxes.” Over the course of the morning, the captain had
repeatedly dropped hints “that he is seeking some occasion against us,” Clayton wrote.
“We have had a little trouble,” Clayton explained, “on account of the peevish selfish actions
of some of the second cabin passengers.” Apparently they had complained that some of the British
Saints aboard were too noisy. Clayton admitted, “We have some difficulty in keeping things quiet
amongst us.”
But trouble arose not just from the second-class passengers. Some of the members of the
Latter-day Saint party had helped themselves to fellow members’ property. “Many things are lost,”
Clayton wrote, “and nobody finds them. Some are not saints who profess to be. But considering our
situation all things have passed off pretty well through the blessing of God.”
Given how tightly they were quartered below deck, it is perhaps no surprise that the Mormon
passengers’ nerves got a bit ragged. The tension between them and the second-class passengers
may also have continued and contributed to why Theodore refused to preach on Sunday at the
captain’s request after “one of the cabin passengers read prayers out of the church prayer book.”
Or perhaps Theodore was bothered by the gossip among some of the Mormon passengers.
With many hours to pass unoccupied by other tasks, some had begun to gossip, and they had
turned their idle tongues on Theodore, their spiritual leader. Besides not preaching to all of the
passengers aboard, Theodore also decided not to call a meeting of the Saints on Sunday.
Another reason may have been the continued sickness aboard the ship. Clayton fell ill, as did
others. On Monday, September 28, an infant “belonging to Brother and Sister Corbridge of Thornly”
died in the afternoon “and was cast overboard.” That evening, Theodore finally called the members
of the church together and confronted the gossip about him. Some of the company had claimed that
Theodore was profiting from his position, that he had supposedly received “a shilling a head for all
the saints and other such things.” Theodore brought out his account books and the various bills he
had received. He shewed them to the naysayers and upbraided them “for their hardness of heart
and unbelief.”
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Theodore Turley: A Biography (Continued)
Tuesday, September 29, brought more trouble. The wind stopped, meaning that the sailing
ship stopped making progress toward the United States. The illness continued, and that evening, an
“infant child belonging to Brother and Sister Green of Manchester died… and was buried in the deep.”
Poor nutrition was a danger during long sea voyages and may have contributed to some of the
sickness. Clayton records that they spent time that day arranging to buy potatoes for the Saints,
providing a healthful vegetable that could help battle malnutrition.
If Theodore Turley personally avoided the sickness, the headaches of leadership continued to
plague him. His current challenge was making sure the young women of his company maintained
high moral standards. “Elder Turley has from time to time spoken much concerning the sisters
keeping themselves from the sailors,” Clayton wrote. One woman from Herefordshire had “made
great freedom with them,” he noted, “which has been a grief to us.”
On Tuesday evening, three Mormon women from Manchester and
one from Bolton were “making very free with one of the mates and 2 of the
cabin passengers.” One member of the Church reported that “they were
drinking wine with them.” Theodore Turley sent a “Sister Poole to request
them to come away,” but the four women gave her “very indifferent
answers,” saying “they could take care of themselves.”
Finally on Thursday, the wind began to blow again, and during the
day, the North America “crossed the fishing banks.” The passengers and
crew “saw about 20 fishing boats” anchored along the banks. This was
welcome news, a mark of their progress across the Atlantic.
But all was not well. The winds that arose grew into a squall, and
before long the ship was being tossed on the waves. “The main Top sail was
torn from top to bottom,” Clayton recorded, “and the vessel rolled much.”
Many grew sick, whether from the motion of the ship or the spread of
disease. Despite the storm, the “Captain and cabin passengers spent the
night in dancing to the violin.”

If Theodore Turley
personally avoided
the sickness, the
headaches of
leadership
continued to
plague him. His
current challenge
was making sure
the young women
of his company
maintained high
moral standards.

By Friday morning, October 2, the storm had abated to a steady wind that pushed the vessel
toward its destination at about nine or ten miles an hour. “We discover that the crew are mad with
us,” wrote Clayton, “and we judge it is because we are unwilling that the sisters should be so
familiar with the mates and sailors. There has been some unpleasant feelings manifested from those
who were in company with the mate and cabin passengers the other night.” The captain’s brother-inlaw seemed “an enemy to us and tells tales to the mates,” Clayton recorded. “He seems very kind to
our face but it is to spy on us.”1
[Next issue: “They Are Mad and Swear Vengeance”]

1

James B. Allen and Thomas G. Alexander, eds., Manchester Mormons: The Journal of William Clayton, 1840 to 1842 (Santa
Barbara, Calif.: Peregrine Smith, 1974), 177-80.
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A Brief Account of the Life of Clarence Franklin Turley
by Marilyn Turley Lee & Richard E. Turley, Sr.
Clarence Franklin Turley was born in Colonia
Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico on 16 July 1900. His
father Edward Franklin Turley was born 26 March
1869 at Beaver City, Utah. His mother Ida
Elizabeth Eyring was born 9 December 1874 at
St. George, Washington, Utah.

Clarence’s parents were in the farming and
cattle business, and as a lad he was taught to
work, and he took pride in being able to do
many things. At times, as a boy, he thought
his dad was ‘long on work and short on play’.
Many times he planted corn and beans in the
furrow ploughed by his older brother Vernon
out on their Tinaja dry farm. One of the
rewards of a task well done was a swim in the
river. That was a welcomed climax to a hard
day’s work.

Clarence Turley 1925
Clarence was baptized in the Piedras Verdes
River, which runs through the middle of town, by
his father, 16 July 1908. He was confirmed the
following Sunday, he believed, by Ernest L.
Taylor. He was married to Anna Tenney on 10
March 1925 in El Paso, Texas, by Bishop Arwell
L. Pierce, in the home of Thomas D. Roche.
Anna is the daughter of Nathan Cram Tenney
and Isabell Pearl Walters. They received their
endowments on 5 June 1925 in Salt Lake City,
Utah, after Clarence was ordained an Elder by
Elder Stringham (a temple worker) and they
were sealed that same day by Apostle George F.
Richards for time and all eternity. Clarence was
the 4th child in Edward and Ida’s family.

Anna Tenney Turley 1925
THE EXODUS
The nation of Mexico was experiencing a
Revolutionary War. It spread across the entire
country and key players in the northern section
were Pancho Villa and his rebels, General
Salazar with his 800 Red Flaggers, and many
other factions. It became unsafe for the
Mormon Colonists to remain in Mexico, and
Church leaders advised the people to flee to
the United States.
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Clarence Franklin Turley (Continued)
It was in July 1912, when the Colonists began
preparing to leave their homes. The men folk
took their livestock and headed for the United
States border. The women and children were
sent by train to El Paso, Texas. There they were
herded into a lumber yard and the U.S.
government fed them. They suffered from the
July heat, and were given canned milk to drink
“so often, that he could hardly swallow it because
he was so sick of it,” Clarence said. Though it
was not a pleasant experience they were grateful
for the help they received. Eventually they
moved to an apartment. Clarence, just 12 years
old, found a job as a cash boy at the Boston
store. After arriving from Hachita, New Mexico,
his father combed the city for work. He got on
as a special policeman a few times, and found a
few small carpenter jobs, then he landed a good
job as a corral boss on the Santa Tomas Ranch,
in Mesquite, New Mexico.
At 14 Clarence found a farm job in Canutillo,
Texas. He said, “The aroma of alfalfa bloom and
the song of the meadow lark made me feel at
home, in spite of the mosquitoes, flies and the
alkali drinking water.” He then moved to a
better job making a man’s pay, driving 4 mules
abreast pulling a Fresno scraper, moving dirt,
grading new roads. This area of the Santa
Tomas Ranch later became the Stahmann Pecan
Farm, the largest pecan grove in the world.
In September of 1914 Clarence’s father returned
to the Colonies and found that conditions were
favorable for their return to their home.
Clarence did not receive any formal schooling for
the 2 years he was in exodus. He was happy to
be home and back into school, though it was
interrupted at intervals when rebel factions
would come into town.
PANCHO VILLA AND HIS RAIDERS
As the Mexican Revolution continued, the United

States recognized Carranza as the ‘Power
Potent’ in Mexico and this action infuriated the
rebels who were fighting Carranza, and they
developed a fierce hatred for the United States
and everything American. Pancho Villa was on
the march, headed for the U.S. border at
Columbus, New Mexico, executing whoever got
in his way and several colonists lost their lives.
This injected terrible fear into the lives of all
innocent people. After Villa attacked
Columbus, plundering and pillaging, he escaped
southward saying he was going to destroy
every American he could find. When word
reached the Colonies that Pancho was on his
way to Dublan, the Colony gathered under the
direction of Bishop Call, counseled together,
and everyone was advised to go home, say
their prayers asking for protection, turn out all
the lights and go to bed. When morning came
they learned that Pancho and his men had
gone around the east side of the Dublan Lake
and missed the Colony located on the west
side. All the Colonists felt the result was a
blessing from Heaven.
THE ‘GARUDOS’
Other revolutionary factions continued to dropin now and again. The years 1915 and 1916
were full of trying times because each time a
faction came in they left the people poorer.
There was a southern faction called “Garudos”
meaning “big hatters”, who were the meanest
and most ruthless. A band of these Garudos
came onto Clarence and his dad Edward,
hauling their meager corn crop to their stack
yard. The Garudos ordered Edward to unhook
the team of horses and turn them over to
them. Edward talked with them in as nice and
persuasive a manner as he could muster,
explaining that “if they had to take the team
from us, could they be so kind as to allow us to
continue using them until our meager crop was
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Clarence Franklin Turley (Continued)
in, and he estimated it would take a couple
of days to finish. Finally they softened and
allowed us our humble request, and went on
their way. We waited several days thinking
to deliver up the horses. When the Garudos
did not return, the horses were sent to the
Sevey Ranch three miles up the river.”
Some days later a group of Garudos came for
the horses. Finding the horses gone they
became angry and threatened to burn the
home down if the horses were not back by
morning. Fearing to leave his home and
family, at 11 p.m. Ed and Ida awakened
Clarence, now 15, and explained to him the
predicament they were in and asked him if he
would go and get the horses. He responded,
“Sure!”, before he realized the extent of his
assignment. He dressed and went out to
mount the only means of transportation they
had left, a burro (donkey). The nature of the
trip caused him some apprehension, and
being all by himself caused him to hear
sounds that he ordinarily would have missed.
Everything went well. He got the horses and
started back. About half way home he heard
the sound of a shod horse approaching. He
pulled the burro to a halt and listened. The
advancing noise came to a halt. What should
he do? He advanced again and then halted,
and the other rider did the same. He
resolved that he had to face whatever was
there. He moved ahead and soon met a
neighbor on his way to take other horses
further up the river to Escondido (Hidden)
Mesa. Clarence reached home about 2:30
a.m. and his parents were extremely glad to
have him back safe.
SCHOOLING AND MARRIAGE
Clarence attended the Juarez Stake Academy,
graduating in three years. He loved drama
and took part in several plays. He was a

good athlete, especially in baseball, basketball and
track. After high school he went to Idaho with his
cousin Carl Turley and got a job with the UtahIdaho Sugar Co. He saved enough that summer
to pay his entrance fees to Utah Agricultural
College in Logan Utah. He got a part time job and
stayed two terms. He visited Aunt Annie and her
family in Logan. He had a deep love for them and
often talked about the things they did in their
childhood. His brother Vernon was serving a
mission in the Eastern States and was getting low
on money so Clarence decided to go back to work
and help him out. From high school until the time
he married, Clarence experienced many jobs,
including working for Utah-Idaho Sugar Co., a
cowboy on the Cross H Ranch, mine worker, road
building work, Compania Universales de
Automoviles, short jobs in California (bailing hay,
carpentry roofing oil tanks, dam work), talc mine
work, the Bisbee Arizona mines, bookkeeping and
with every job, he gained a lot of useful and
practical knowledge.
Clarence met Anna Tenney in Colonia Juarez as
she was attending High School there. Anna was
born 21 June 1904 in Colonia Dublan, Chihuahua,
Mexico. It was in El Paso, Texas where they
courted, mostly by correspondence as Clarence
was working in a mine in Bisbee, Arizona. They
were civilly married 10 March 1925 and sealed 5
June 1925 in the Salt Lake Temple. Nine children
were born to this couple: Anna Lucile, Kathleen,
Marilyn Joyce, Clarence Franklin Jr., Luther Dean,
Robert Walters, Robin Marshall, Frederick Eyring,
and Melodee Elizabeth. Anna had a beautiful
soprano voice. Clarence also had a nice voice and
they loved to sing together. Music was a big part
of their home life. Their first home was in Bisbee,
Arizona where Clarence made good money
working in the mines. They purchased a car and
some furniture, and after a year and 4 months in
Bisbee, they moved to Colonia Juarez, where
Clarence planned to be a successful farmer.
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Clarence Franklin Turley (Continued)
BECOMING A CHIROPRACTOR AND
PRINCIPAL OF THE GRADE SCHOOL
Clarence’s brother, Eyring, a chiropractor,
encouraged Clarence to take up the
chiropractic profession. After much thought
and prayer Clarence and family moved to San
Antonio, Texas to study Chiropractics. It was
a tough go. The depression was affecting
everyone’s lives, and good jobs were hard to
find. With determination and the help of
Eyring and his family, and Anna’s support,
the degree was earned. He practiced a short
time in the San Antonio area then decided to
return back to the Colonies. He practiced for
2 ½ years in Colonia Juarez, but it was hard
to make a living there as cash was very
scarce. He applied and was hired as principal
of the Colonia Juarez Grade School and
served in that capacity for ten years and
never missed a day of school because of
illness. He taught during the day, and
practiced Chiropractics in the evening and on
Saturday.

Clarence’s graduation from
Chiropractic School

THE TINAJA – A DREAM
For years, Clarence had had a dream of making
the Tinaja (his fathers’ dry farm) bloom out into a
land of milk and honey. He had read that Moses
Thatcher, an Apostle, had prophesied that the
Tinaja would become the bread basket of Colonia
Juarez. The land was very fertile but worthless
without water. Years before, his grandfather
Isaac Turley and several other men had cut a
ditch out of solid rock for 40 yards and built a
canal 2 miles long to irrigate the parched land. If
the rains failed to come in time and at the proper
intervals, they would lose their work, seed and
faith in this location. Clarence did some trading
with his father and others and acquired a nice
piece of land on the Tinaja.
Some time after acquiring his land, a committee
of land owners on the Tinaja made plans to build a
dam on an arroyo (a dry creek bed or gulch that
temporarily fills with water after a heavy rain)
running through the Tinaja. But, before work on
the dam was started the Chihuahua state
government ordered the Colonia Juarez dam
located above town, be cut to run the water down
to lower farmlands. Thus the plans for the new
dam were dropped. This turned into a nightmare
for Clarence. He had planted 432 small apple
trees anticipating the Tinaja dam construction.
Now he had to find other means to irrigate his
orchard. For over 6 years, for lack of financial
resources, every 10 days he hauled water in 50
gallon barrels to water his trees.
Clarence also dredged out a narrow reservoir on
his property. This reservoir was about 600 ft.
long, 12 ft. wide at the top and 20 ft. wide at the
bottom, with 8 ft. high banks lined with rock on
both sides. He dammed off storm water runoff
that raged through his property and directed it
into this reservoir. This was very useful as the
filled reservoir would water the orchard twice.
However, keeping the canal and ditches clean was
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Clarence Franklin Turley (Continued)
a constant struggle as the storm runoff would
fill the canal with sand, gravel, boulders,
manure washed off the range, parts of dead
animal carcasses, grass, cockle burrs, shrubs,
all compacted and mixed with mud.
Sometimes, after doing all the work to clean
the canal, the water had played out in the
arroyo, so all the work was for nothing. At
other times a rancher in the valley below
would send his cowboys on to the Tinaja to
break down Clarence’s ditch banks to allow
water to flow down to the valley below.
These were discouraging times, but he was
determined to continue on. “I gleaned, thru
the grapevine, that people of the Colonies
were disturbed about my sanity because of
this project.” Even his mother counseled,
“Let it go, son.” Clarence’s struggle to obtain
water continued for many years.
About this time Clarence took over and ran
his parents’ orchards. They were located up
the valley from town.
DRILLING THE FIRST TINAJA WELL
In 1938 the Tinaja land owners began
discussions about drilling a well on the Tinaja.
It progressed so slowly that Clarence began
drilling on his own property. After one year
of drilling, reaming and fishing for lost bits,
they were ready to test. The depth was 326
feet, and they came up with a little less than
4 inches of water. It was not what he had
hoped, but he felt lucky to get that. Several
years later he contracted to drill the well
deeper. At 560 feet he called a halt to the
drilling because the vein or strata they were
in had the characteristics of much water. By
the time their first well was producing,
Clarence had lost over half of his original fruit
trees.

Clarence in mining gear
THREE YEARS AWAY FROM THE FAMILY
In 1943 he quit his teaching position and went to
the United States to work. His wife Anna was in
need of an operation and he needed to earn
enough money for that. It was during World War
II and there were many defense jobs available.
He worked in construction as a carpenter; worked
on the Deming Airport; worked for the U.S.
government building storage buildings; worked in
the Oakland shipyards as a shipwright; worked for
the 3-C Copper Co. and Kaiser Steel Co. Anna’s
operation was successful for which he was very
thankful. Clarence worked in the United States for
3 years to finance Anna’s operation and to get
them out of debt. It was a difficult time for him
because he really missed Anna and the children.
A BROKEN HIP
It was about 1956, during the fruit harvest, when
Clarence broke his hip. He had loaded his John
Deere wagon with empty boxes and was on his
way to pick fruit from the orchard when his wagon
wheel struck an old pecan stump obscured by
weeds. He was hurtled into the air and landed on
his left hip. He was in severe pain, but it never
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Clarence Franklin Turley (Continued)
entered his mind that he had fractured his
hip. He finished his work that day, picking 45
boxes of fruit and unloading them at home.
The next day, although in excruciating pain,
he harvested 43 more boxes of fruit, and at
the end of the day, Dr. Hatch took him to the
adjoining town, Casas Grandes, to X-ray his
hip. Sure enough, the neck of the femur had
been driven into the head of the femur about
½ inch and Clarence was ordered to bed for
a long rest right in the middle of the apple
harvest. When Dean, his second son working
in Arizona, heard of the accident he rushed
home to finish the harvest.
After recuperating for 3 weeks, Clarence
returned to his work but with a severe limp
and continual pain. This continued for 17
years until April 1973, when he traveled to
Mesa, Arizona for a successful hip
replacement. However, after over 17 years
of limping on a shorter, damaged hip, his
spine had become severely curved. After the
operation, the pain in his back and lower
limbs began to diminish and over 2 more
years of “straight walking” his spine
straightened sufficiently until he began to feel
somewhat normal.

Clarence pruning pear tree

EXPANDING THE ORCHARDS AND OTHER
BUSINESS
The struggle for water was now mostly behind
them. They began expanding orchards and
grafting trees. Clarence became a Stark Bro’s
Nurseries and Orchards Co. distributor, which
allowed him to sell bare root trees to farmers all
across the state of Chihuahua and also provide
fruit trees for his own orchards at wholesale
prices. They dammed off the Mescal Hollow
Ravine and reclaimed a large piece of land for
orchards. With this expansion they drilled two
more wells on the Tinaja. They added 7,000
peach trees, 500 nectarine trees and 2,000 cherry
trees. His sons: Frank, Dean, Robert, Marshall
and Rick worked with their father and began their
own projects. Clarence was the pioneer in
developing the Tinaja fruit orchards and fulfilling
Moses Thatcher’s prophesy “that the Tinaja would
become the bread basket of Colonia Juarez.”
A LOVE FOR THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST
Clarence was always active in the church. He had
a strong testimony of Joseph Smith’s calling and
role in the restoration of the Church of Jesus
Christ. He filled all of his Aaronic Priesthood
responsibilities. At 16 he was installed as
secretary of the Ward Sunday School. He served
as assistant to the Sunday School Superintendent
in a number of wards and branches before he was
married. He taught Sunday School classes over
the years after he was married. One of his
students said she came to know the Church was
true after hearing Brother Turley bear his
testimony time and again in their Sunday School
class. He was Explorer Leader in Mutual and was
twice President of the Young Men’s program.
He was a counselor to Miles A. Romney who was
Stake Young Men’s President. In that capacity the
Young Men and Young Women Presidencies drove
a buckboard together to the mountain Colonies to
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Clarence Franklin Turley (Continued)
visit the Mutuals in Pacheco, Garcia and
Chuichupa, taking 4 days to make the trip.
Clarence’s mother was President of the Stake
Young Women, which made it nice for mother
and son to be together. These trips were
made at six month intervals. On one trip,
Clarence had gone alone on his horse
because the roads were washed out from a
severe storm. On his return home, as the
horse trotted towards a meadow, Clarence
heard a voice say, “Stop the horse and get
down.” He was surprised. The impression
was so strong he did just as he was told.
Seconds later a large lightning bolt struck the
path where the ‘man and his horse’ would
have been.
Clarence 99th birthday

including Salt Lake City, making a careful
survey of the material at hand. They
visited book stores, interviewed many
people, borrowed manuscripts and diaries.
The result was a book entitled: “History of
the Mormon Colonies in Mexico”.
Clarence said goodbye to his beloved wife
Anna when she passed away of natural
causes 9 Mar 1995, at their home in Colonia
Juarez. She was 91 years of age.
Clarence & Anna
50th Anniversary 1975
Clarence also served on the High Council. He
and Anna, as often as possible, traveled with
a group or sometimes alone to attend the
Mesa Arizona Temple.
When he was in his seventies, the Stake
President, Waldo Call, invited Clarence and
Anna to his office where he gave them a call
to write a Stake history. To fulfill this
assignment they traveled to various places

On 6 October 1999 Clarence lost his
balance and fell backward breaking several
ribs. He passed away Saturday, 6
November 1999, in his 100th year, at home
in Colonia Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico.
They are both buried in the Colonia Juarez
community cemetery.
(Marilyn Turley Lee—Clarence Franklin
Turley—Edward Franklin—Isaac—Theodore)
(Richard E. Turley Sr.—Edward—Edward
Franklin—Isaac—Theodore)
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Mail from Members

“In every

This section will include any letters or emails to the Theodore Turley Family Organization meant
to be shared with the entire group.

conceivable
manner, the

Noteworthy News

family is link to

This section is open for family members to share items of interest – wedding or birth
announcements, missionary calls, or other important events. To submit a news item, email
turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com and include your name, your family line from Theodore Turley, and
the text of your announcement. You may also include a picture with the email if you wish.

our past, bridge
to our future.”
Alex Haley

Missionary Homecoming
Reed Turley served in the Samoa Apia Mission 2007-2009
I was so happy to have a chance to serve in the Samoa
Apia Mission. I loved all of my different areas and the
different people that I got to teach and work with. The
people live a much different life from here in America and I
got to be a part of that, and it has helped me have a
different perspective on my life. I gained a much greater
appreciation for the power of the gospel and all the good
that comes into people's lives when they accept Christ and
His Atonement.
(Reed Wallace Turley—Wayne Turley—Wallace—Alma
Ruben—Isaac—Theodore)

Favorite Samoan
phrase:
“i lalo ifi nei”
Meaning:
Under the ifi
tree. Your secret
stays with me.

Ancestor Detectors – News & Discoveries
Mark Turley recently came into contact
with Lorie Okel. Lorie is a descendant of
Mary Ann Turley Cook, Theodore's oldest
daughter. Lorie has consented to serve
as the family representative of the Mary
Ann Turley Cook line.
(Lorie Okel—Chester Hector—George
Washington Hector—Mary Effie Cook
Hector—Mary Ann Turley Cook—
Theodore)
Mark wrote:
Lorie mentioned that she went to visit
her father’s grave quite often and I was
stunned to learn that it was located in
the Vancouver Park Hill Cemetery about
300 yards from my house. I have been
going on a daily walk through that
cemetery for 30+ years and would walk
right by the grave marker. Now I wonder
if there other Theodore descendants
reposed in our local cemeteries.

Mary Ann Turley Cook descendant’s
grave marker

This section is open to help family members share genealogy
discoveries and provide a forum for members to ask questions to help
in their research. To submit a news item, email
turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com and include your name, your family line
from Theodore Turley, and the text of your research discovery or
question.
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Online Resources
Does your family have a website? Get it listed online at
www.turleyfamily.org so that other family members can find it.
Some sample websites that are online today:

The
Theodore
Turley
Family
by Wally and
Frances Gray

Edward
Franklin &
Ida Erying
Turley

Facebook as a Family
History Tool
James Henry
Martineau
Family
Organization

Coming in the next edition, an interview with
two members of the Levi & Rhoda Brinkerhoff
family who are using Facebook to share
information and connect to distant cousins.

Past Newsletter Archive

Mark Turley
Family

Richard
Lee’s Family
Genealogy
Photos

New! Electronic copies of newsletters from
1993 through 2006 will be added to the
Theodore Turley Family website in March.
The newsletters are formatted and are text
searchable, so that you can find a particular
name or keyword easily.
Coming soon! An index covering all the
electronic versions of the newsletters will be
completed and posted online in the next few
months. Can’t remember when an article
was published about your dear great aunt
Sally? Or have you recently joined the Turley
Family Organization and want to catch up on
past articles related to your branch of the
family? Now you will be able to look up
articles from past newsletters by individual
and family group.

February 2010

Page 17

Are You Safeguarding Our History?
If you have any copies of newsletters older than 1993, please consider scanning them and
sending them to turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com so that they can be indexed and posted online for
all the family to enjoy. If you would like someone else to convert them to an electronic format,
please contact Hilary Borrowman at 510-923-1413 for details on where to mail newsletters, so
that they can be returned to you after the scanning.

Family Line Representatives
Contact your family representative to submit updated bios and pictures, as described on page 4.

Family Group
Mary Ann Turley Cook

Family Representative
Lorie Okel

Priscilla Rebecca Turley Lyman

(Volunteer

Needed)

Fredrick Turley

(Volunteer

Needed)

Sarah Elizabeth Turley Franklin

(Volunteer

Needed)

Isaac Turley & Clara Ann Tolton

Theodore Turley & Francis Amelia Kimberley

Isaac Turley & Sarah Greenwood

Theodore Wilford Turley

Allan Frost

928-537-7868

hal_frost@hotmail.com

Natalie Tanner

801-377 3565

natalietanner@yahoo.com

William Henry Turley
Alma Ruben Turley

(Volunteer

Needed)

Annette Raley

623-412-9493

annette@ajrmarketing.com

Robert Judd

435-628-5041

rjudd@pes.washk12.org

Wayne Turley

801-423-2469

wayneturley@gmail.com

Julie Adair

928-333-4185

jadair3@juno.com

Richard Lee

480-814-8374

richardo.lee1@mac.com

Berneil Lee

928-288-9060

iblee@cableone.net

George Albert Turley

Tami Thompson

702-476-6337

hassell_1963@yahoo.com

Charles Dennis Turley

Nancy Eldridge

505-867-5760

eldridge42@aol.com

John Andrew Turley

Susan Hanes

Edward Franklin Turley

Marie Dugger

480-926-8828

jim.dugger@cox.net

Joseph Hartley Turley
Hyrum Turley

Claudette Jones

480-969-6022

bandcjones@cox.net

Bill Jones

480-830-5090

azbillj@cox.net

Frances Turley Romney

“Ted” Edward Pyper

917-385-6339

ted.pyper@byu.edu

Ernest Tolton Turley

Anthon “Tony” Turley

208-356-8673

turleytt@yahoo.com

Clara Ellen (Nellie) Turley
Walser

Julian “Bud” Breillatt

847-949-7292

breillatt@juno.com

Adrienne Williams

801-492-4110

Isaac Turley, Jr.

Marc Haws

marc.haws@usdoj.gov

Becky Cushing

robertjcushing@hotmail.com

Esther Turley McClellan

Anna Priscilla Turley Van
Wagoner

Charlotte Turley Bushman
T. Turley
& Ruth
Jane Giles

Joseph Orson Turley
Jacob Omner Turley

Ann Lewis

801-224-9355

annlewis@byu.net

Susan Ethington

801-374-5103

sbethington@msn.com

Robert Barrett
(Volunteer

robert_barrett@comcast.net
Needed)
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Did You Know? Trivia

Turley is the 3,246th most popular last
name in the United States. According
to the 2000 US Census, the surname
Turley occurred 10,102 times (or 3.74
times out of every 100,000 people).
(Source: http://www.census.gov/
genealogy/www/data/2000surnames/
index.html)

If you have a fun fact or trivia you
would like to share, please send an
email to turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com
with your name, address and family
line from Theodore Turley to have
your fact published in the next
newsletter.

“Every man is
a quotation
from all his
ancestors.”
Ralph Waldo
Emerson

Turley Family Organization—How Far Does It Reach?
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Family Reunion July 5, 2010
We are excited to announce a family reunion for all of
Theodore Turley’s descendants this summer! We will
gather at a stake center in Salt Lake City on the afternoon of Monday, July 5th (the July 4th holiday
weekend). You can begin arriving at 2:00 for the
Turley Family Fair—we will have information booths,
sign ins, name tags, and a wall of ancestors, games
for children, and snowcones. The formal meetings
will begin at 4:00 with a report on the Theodore
Turley Family Red Book update. Our keynote speaker
will be Richard E. Turley, Jr., who will tell us about
Theodore Turley and display artifacts from his life.
A dinner break follows (dinner is included with your
registration fee). After eating, we will have
presentations about the Turleys in Mexico, the Beaver
gravesite, where to go in England to see the Turley

family’s beginnings, Turley ties to royalty, current
genealogy research, the goals of the Turley Family
Organization and the Newsletter, and faith-promoting
stories about Theodore Turley’s grandchildren. Our
reunion will conclude at 8:30 p.m.
We would invite you to contribute by bringing pictures
that you could display, by contributing a story about
one of Theodore Turley’s grandchildren, or by letting
us know what other information you have. Also,
please register so we will know you are coming!
Send the following information in along with your
$10.00 registration fee per family. Fees can be
mailed by check or paid securely online via Paypal.
You can order our reunion Family T-shirts as well.
We expect to be able to get them for approximately
$6—so let us know how many you would like.

Turley Family Reunion RSVP Form
Yes! I plan on attending the extended Turley Family
Reunion July 5, 2010. Enclosed is my $10 family
registration fee.

Turley
T-shirts
Quantity

Order for $6
each
Size

Child S
Name

Child M
Family Line from Theodore (example: Nancy Romans—Kathryn Bates—
Lucy—Theodore Wilford—Isaac—Theodore)

Child L
Child XL

Address

Adult men S
Adult men M
Email

Phone

Mail checks payable
to:
Theodore Turley
Family Organization

c/o Hilary Borrowman
1161 66th Street
Oakland, CA 94608

Or
pay securely online
via Paypal to:

turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com
(please include your name & family
information with your payment)

Adult men L
Adult men XL
Adult men XXL
Adult men XXXL

X $6 = Amount Enclosed

Special Highlights in the February 2010 Newsletter:

•

Family Reunion July 5, 2010, page 19

•

Who do you know from the 1959 reunion? , page 1

•

Red Book Update, page 4 & 17

•

Turleys Online, page 16

•

Newsletters available ele ctronically, page 1

•

Turley Trivia, page 18

•

Spotlight on Clarence Franklin Turley, page 8

•

Logo Competition for TTFO, page 4

We are on the web!
www.turleyfamily.org

Theodore
Turley Family
Organization

To: (member name & address)

1161 66th Street
Oakland, CA 94608

Renewal Date: (mm/dd/yyyy)

Address Service Requested

Celebrating Our Family Tree

