






































BENBOLW FARM

There were three first cousins and their husbands who found themselves responding to a mission call to
England to help work on the 1881 census. The ladies were Marilyn Turley Larson, daughter of Fred A.
Turley; Baulah Turley Stratton, daughter of Lowell Barr Turley; and liene Tanner Brimhall, daughter of
Roberta Turley Tanner. The father of their Turley parent was Theodare Wiliord Turley, son of |saac Turley,
son of Theodore Turley. The following article telis of their visit with their husbands to "The Pond” behind
the John Benbow home where all in all 600 people were baptized.

——

The three Turley cousins at

*The Pond™ where the baptisms
took place. Left to Right: Marilyn
Larson, Beulah T. Stratton,

llene T. Brimhall

PROGRAM:

Song: The Spirit of God Like a
Fire is Burning

Historical Review: Mack Larson

Song: | am a Child of God

Prayer: Lorum Stratton

A HISTORIC REVIEW GIVEN BY ELDER MACK LARSON AT THE BENBOW FARM
WEDNESDAY, 20TH MARCH, 1991

1837 was a great year for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Queen Victoria ascended
the throne vacated by the death of King William IV. Although only 18 years of age she was wise enough
to use good counsel, Parliamentary government was in place but not utilized until the Queen let it begin
to function - hence individual freedoms and peoples contributioon to government resulted.

It was at this time the Lord chose to extend the blessings of the gospel to his children. July 23,
1837, in Kirtland, Ohio, the Lord speaking to his apostles by revelation through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, said: “Withersoever they shall send you, go ye, and | will be with you; and in whatsoever place
ye shall proclaim my name an effectual door shall be opened unto you; that they may receive my word.”
(D&C 112:19). July 1837, missionaries from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
proclaimed the divinity of Jesus Christ to the people of Preston, England.

in Janury 1840, three missionaries left the Preston area for the potteries area of Staffordshire -
they were Elders Wilford Woodruff, Theodore Turley and Hiram Clark. It was here that they became
acquainted with William Benbow, a grocer, his wife Ann and their 6 children. The Benbows had been
members of the church just short of a month, the first of the Benbow family to accept the gospel.

This was a fruitful area and many were partaking of the great blessings of the gospel. The first
Sunday in March, while speaking to a group of the saints, Elder Woodruff surprised all, including
himself, by stating this would be his last meeting with them for a time as he would be going south.
Elder Theodore Turley was working in Birmingham at that time.

On March 3, Elder Woodruff, William Benbow, with his 8 year old son, set out for Herefordshire to
call on William Benbow’s brother John at his Hill farm. John Benbow and his wife, Jane had a good
farm of 300 acres, a lovely home and were well off.

In the first meeting with John and Jane the spirit bore witness, the power of God rested with them,
the Spirit filled the house and they were convinced of the truths taught them by the missionary.
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The constable, who was sent by the rector to serve a warrant on Elder Woodruff for preaching -
listened, and was converted. He returned to the rector and told him if he wanted Mr. Woodruff taken up
for preaching he must go himself, as he had just heard the Mormon missionary preach the only true
gospel sermon he had listened to in his life. The rector then sent two of his clerks to attend the
meetings and report back what was being said, but they too believed and were baptized.

On the 9th March, 12 more members of the Benbow family were baptized, including Jane Benbow's
family by the name of Holmes. William Benbow and his son left for home, having seen 32 people
baptized in the Hill Farm pond in a period of 5 days Many of them his own family. Within a month
William Benbow and his family migrated to Nauvoo.

Two of the most influenctial members and leaders of the United Brethren church, John Benbow and
Thomas Kington, had been baptized, and with their help, most of the members of the United Brethren
came into the church. Of the 50 preachers listed with the United Brethren, 40 had been baptized. John
Benbow and Thomas Kington deeded to the church their Gadfield Elm Chapel.

Success did not come without opposition. Shortly after his baptism serious problems developed
between John Benbow and Mrs. Ann Freeman, owner of the property of the Hill Farm. John held a
freehold tenure on the farm which entitled him to a lifelong lease. Mrs. Freeman was approached by
religious leaders of the area to do something about the religious activity at John Benbow's Hill Farm. A
petition was sent to the Archbishop of Canterbury requesting parliament to ban Mormons from British
soil. This request only brought chastisement to those who made the request.

The situation became even more difficult. John Benbow, by his own choice, sold his freehold tenure
and his farming equipment. John and Jane Benbow, and fifty of their fellow saints, bought passage to
emigrate to America, Brother Benbow paid the passage for 40. They joined with an additional 150
saints under the leadership of Elder Theodore Turley and sailed from Liverpool aboard the ship “North
America” Sept. 1840. Elder Hiram Clark led a group departing February 1841.

John Benbow, his wife Jane, Thomas Kington, his wife Hannah, were faiithful members of the church.
Hannah died in Nauvoo, Jane died at Winter Quarters. Neither had children. John and Thomas died
1874, about 2 months apart, in Utah.

Even today this spot remains revered by members of the church. The outpouring of the spirit; the
stalwart and dedicated missionaries; the firm conviction of those early saints who not only listened to
the spoken word, but also to the promptings of the spirit; that same sweet spirit we can experience
here ourselves; the same message; even the gospel of Jesus Christ, expressed here 151 years ago this
month continues to be preached unto every nation and kindred and tongue and people.

REFLECTIONS AT BENBOW FARM
By llene T. Brimhall

| am sitting here trying to decide what | want to say about this very special experience we had. My
thoughts have gone back to the journal that Theodore Turley wrote. When he left home to go on his
mission, he was so sick he couldn't sit up in the wagon. When they hit a rock and the wagon tipped over,
he fell out and was so weak he couldn’t get back in by himself. A man passing by asked which cemetery
they had gotten the bodies from that were in the wagon. Yet he was so dedicated to the Gospel that he
wouldn't stay hore.

As we drove up to the Benbow Hill Farm, | was a little disappointed. It had been raining all morning
and it was very muddy in the cow path we had to walk down to get to the Pond. | didn't know if | wanted
to walk in all that mud or not; but decided | couldn’'t miss the opportunity to be where great, great
grandfather Turley had walked - so | went.

When | got there, Beulah called for me to come and take a picture of her and Marilyn and |. As we
stood by the Pond, a tear ran down my cheek. | could really feel the spirit there.

They had a program, singing “The Spirit of God Like a Fire is Burning." This also brought tears.
Mack Larson gave a talk about Wilford Woodruff and Theodore Turley being at the Pond baptizing 32
people in five days. As Mack was speaking, the rain and wind stopped and it was very peaceful. Then
Lorum Stratton gave a beautiful prayer. The spirit was really there and we all came away feeling very
humble and happy that we had been there.

It started raining again as soon as we got on the coach. Our journey back was full of fun and left many
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At the Benbow Home: Beulah T. Stratton

| RUINED A PAIR OF SHOES TODAY
Beulah T. Stratton

March 20, 1991: The 1881 Census Project Travel Committee arranged a “Special Trip” by coach to
Wye Valley and Benbow Farm in Wales. A steady rain fell all day as we traveled from the London
Temple site through the beautiful countryside with its lush green, green carpet of grass, contrasted
with freshly plowed brown soil. The famous English “*hedgerows” or rock fences separated farm lands,
which were dotted with cattle, sheep and newborn lambs. The lush foilage and trees made a perfect
background for the tiny white snowdrops, hyacinths, jonquils and daffodils which were in full bloom,
and for the tulips that were attempting to pop out. With the raindrops and freshly washed foliage,
everything looked even more beautiful than usual today.

When we reached Benbow Farm, the ground was saturated and the mud oozed over our shoe tops, but
the BO plus missionaries were not to be thwarted from their goal. They unloaded from the coaches,
spirits not dampened, and started down the narrow muddy lane towards “The Pond” where many people
(30 in 5 days) were baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Most of these saints
sailed to America to become the stalwart pioneers in colonizing the Church throught the Western States.

| realized | was walking where my great-great grandfather, Theodore Turley, walked as a missionary
with Wilford Woodruff and others as they converted and baptized these English men, women and
children. | also realized that the mud which oozed over my “white tennies” was sacred to me. | can’t
explain the love that swelled inside me for my ancestors, the respect and honor | felt as | thought of the
sacrifice they made so that | could enjoy the blessings of the Gospel in my life. Also the special
blessing of sharing this experience on the banks of “The Pond™ with three Turley cousiins, Marilyn
Turley Larson, llene Tanner (Turley) Brimhall and myself. The tears rolled down our cheeks as we
stood together for pictures and listened to Mack Larson's presentation of the beginning of the Church in
England. As we sang “The Spirit of God Like a Fire is Burning” and listened to the touching prayer by
Lorum Stratton we were all touched by the spirit that was there.

My mind wondered how many lives have been touched by the whisperings of the Spirit because of
Theodore Turley's influence? As this emotional feeling of gratitude enveloped me, | knew a never-to-
be-fargotten spiritual experience was mine today. It was worth the price of ruining a pair of shoes.
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MWha are We?

The identity of the above individual
will be given in the next newsletter.

EDWARD FRANKLIN TURLEY

Edward's parents were Isaac and Clara Ann Tolton Turley. He was born in Beaver, Utah,
March 26, 1869. The family moved to St. Joseph (now Joseph City), Arizona, then on to
Snowflake, Arizona. When Edward was 17 years old the family moved to Benito, Juarez, Mexico.
This trip was precarious as the Indians were on the warpath at the time. Edward's schooling
was interrupted every year by necessary work on the farm or with tending cattle. He married
Ida Elizabeth Eyring December 9, 1874, in the St. George Temple. Ida's mother accompanied
them and two other couples as they traveled on a train from Benito to St. George. They were the
parents of seven children, all born in Colonia Juarez: Edward, born June 13, 1894; |da
Elizabeth, May 16, 1895; Edward Vernon, May 30, 1897; Clarence Franklin, July 16, 1900;
Henry Eyring, June 7, 1902; Theresa, March 21, 1908; Harold Emmerson, Nov. 22, 1911.

Edward Franklin was ordained a seventy in 1895 and in 1897 responded to a call to leave his
family and serve a successful 2-year mission in Ohio. He had numerous church positions
including several years with his wife Ida as a temple worker in the Mesa Arizona Temple. He
provided for his family with a variety of work from driving mail, farming and lumbering.

In January 1901, he married Annie Sarah Martineau Walser. She had been previosuly
married to Henry Samuel Walser who had been killed in a sawmill accident. . They had two
children, Phyllis and Fredrick. Edward and Sarah had five children: Clara Ellen Turley, Nov
22, 1901; Walter, Oct. 22, 1903; Aubrey Franklin, May 25, 1906; Lawrence Edward, Nov
8. 1908; Louis Osborn, April 26, 1911.

Edward Franklin died in Colonial Juarez, Mexico, November 7, 1940, and was buried near his
parents.

R S S

FAMILY LINKS BY WALLY GRAY
TURLEY /BUSHMAN WEB SITES

since the last neewsletter, the Turley Family web site has been visited by over
138 persons and the Bushman Family web site by over 115 persons! To go to
these sites, aim your browser at http:ffwww.geu:ltiestcnmf-ulallugf and click
on the appropriate family. This will lead you to many biographical links. Please
note that it is a tilde (=) which appears before the “wallyg.” Tilde is to the left
of the figure 1 on your keyboard.

We also call your attention to Tami Thompson's web site at
hitp://www.infinet.com/~zanthiaz/turley.ntml. She has many new pictures

and an interesting format.
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OBITUARIES

BLISS GRIFFITH FITZGERALD

Bliss Griffith Fitzgerald was born June 25, 1925 in Draper, Utah
Utah, to Printess and Jane Kimball Fitzgerald. He served as a U.S.
Merchant Marine during World War Il. He met his special mate,
Anita Van Wagoner in the Mission Home when preparing for a
mission to the Northwestern States. They were married by
Spencer W. Kimball April 27, 1949. They were blessed with

7 children, 47 grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren. He
served in numerous church positions, including two missions

with his wife: one to the Adelaide, Australia mission and the other
to Denver, Colorado. He was an ordained worker in the Manti
Temple at the time of his death . He passed away November 5,
1999, of a massive heart attack. He will be remembered with
great fondness by wife, his many descendants and all who knew him.

ARTHUR EUGENE BARKER

On October 6, 1999, Arthur Eugene (Gene) Barker returned
to his Heavenly Father. He died at home surrounded by those
who loved him. He was born July 29, 1917, in Fairview,
Utah, to Orrin and Ella Barker. He married Marian

Madeline Anderson on May 26, 1943 in the Salt Lake LDS
Temple. He was active in the LDS Church at the time of death,
having served in many positions. He served a mission in the
Central States. He owned Barkers Jewelry in American Fork,
and was active in the Rotary. He enjoyed camping, working
with his hands and spending time with his family. He is
survived by his wife, Marian, 6 daughters, 27 grandchildren
and 6 great grandchildren.

JANE TURLEY ROBERTSON

Jane Turley Robertson passed away at her home in Algodones,
NM on Oct. 16, 1999, She is survived by a daughter, Nancy
K. Eldridge, a son, John Donald, 14 grandchildren and 21 great
grandchildren, and a younger brother, Dennis. Jane was born
in Colonia Juarez, Chhh., Mexico, on December 21, 1921,

the second of five children born to Charles Dennis Turley and
Roberta Wood Turley. Her infant son, Jack Ronald and daughter
Betty Jane Francom preceded her in death. She retired from
Sandia Labs in Albuguerque in 1982 after 30 years of service.
She was a talerted artist and seamstress and defighted her
family with hymns & ballads on her harmonics and siso
enjoyed knitting and crocheting for her family and friends.

She will be dearly missed by all who knew her and were
hlagsan hy her ganerpsity
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Let's Get Acquainted

Family of Wallace Mar and Margaret Evva Wimmer Turley, fromi; back row, children: Loreine
Despain, Donna Lee Turley, Ella Mae Judd, Wayne Turley, and Alan Turley.
Life Sketch of Ella Mae Turley Judd

The first great gift of my life, other than the truly greatest gift, that of being able to partake of the Gospel
of Jesus Chnst while in mortality, is the blessing of being born to my particular parents, and into the Theodore
Turley famuly. My father and mother, Wallace Mar and Margaret Evva Wimmer Turley, taught me from my
very beginning the importance of my heritage. | was borm 11 September 1930 and was raised in the wonderful
little town of Woodruff, Anzona, where most of the town was related.

When | was in the eighth grade we moved 1o Mesa, and there | was introduced to many new Turleys.
After high school in Mesa | attended BYU. During my time at BYU, along with my degree in elementary
education | also acquired more than 60 hours of religion credit. As a special bonus (two educations for the price
of one!) | was hired to be secretary for the entire Division of Religion, where for four vears | lcamed, among
other things, to tvpe manuscnipts for church books authored by many of the leading authors of the day. After my
graduation | worked for one vear as personal secretary to BYU President Emest L. Wilkinson.

In my church history classes at BYU, and as | became fascinated with biographies of quite a few early
church leaders, | soon recogmized there were many references to Theodore Turley. Finally in the summer of 1951
I felt inspired to compile all of my references, along with other research | was able to do at the BYU Library and
the Church Historian's Office, into my little book entitled Biography and Autobiography of Theodore Turley, a
project which brought great jov tome. My parents and many other relatives greatly encouraged and helped in
this endeavor

After college | was marmnied in the Salt Lake temple to Gerard Forsyvth Judd, also descended from
proneers, who was fimshing his doctorate in chemustry at Purdue University in West Lafavetie, Indiana. We lived
there for a vear, where our first child was born prematurely and lived but four hours. We next moved to Austin,
Texas, where a little branch of the church was just turning into a ward, and my husband was called to be bishop.

We met many new Turleys in Texas, including the Stake Patriarch, Henry Evring Turley and his family
{descended from Edward Franklin and Ida Elizabeth Evring Turley). During the ten vears we lived in Texas we
added to our own family three adopted daughters and had five more children bomn to us. We moved from Texas
to Phoenix in 1964 and there were blessed with three more children. In 1992 we moved to Gilendale.

My brother Wayne produced a history of our father, and together we published a history of our mother
| have also published two volumes on the life and descendants of my grandfather, Alma Ruben Turley, and a
history of my great-grandfather, Willhiam Wesley Willis. From 1988-1991 | wrote a fath-promoting book about
a Tongan woman, From Tonga to Zion, which | would be happy to share with anyone who is interested.

At this stage in life we feel fortunate to be living in close proxamity to the Mesa Anzona temple, and near
beloved family members. 1 am sure | speak for all readers of the Turley Newsletter in expressing our love for
each other, and for those who have made our lives on this earth possible.
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Dues for the newslener are $10.00 per year, payable to the Turley Family Organization,

235 S. Pioneer, Mesa, AZ, 85204, Check vour address label for expiration date.
Newsletters are sent only to those with paid dues. When paying dues or making s
submissions for the newsletter. please use the form below so that we can be sure to
properly identify you and communicate with you.

B T T T P e r————

Name: Address

Phone, fax, and e-mail address:

Family relationshup: | 1) Theodore Turley (2) (3)
(4) (5) i6)

p—
Turley Family Organization =
235 South Pioneer LS. Posaage
Mesa, Arizona 85204 iy
Permit No.133

MARK EDWARD TURLEY
703 SANTA FE DR
VANCOUVER, WA 98661
RENEW 102003 §



